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Redon, under whom the Order was formally established, in
conformity with the rule of St. Benedict, with Fray Rodrigo
as their abbot or chaplain. Under the new master the religious
military Order was recognised by Pope Alexander III. in a Bull
of 1164; and the powers and privileges of the knights were
afterwards confirmed and augmented by Gregory VIII. and
Innocent III.

The aid of these Calatravan companions being sought soon
after their incorporation by the king of Portugal, the knights
responded to his appeal, and commanderies or convents were
established at Evora/ at Santarem, and other places in
Portugal; while in Aragon, Alfonso II. endowed the new Order
with the city of Alcaniz in 1179. After the battle of Alarcon
in 1195, Calatrava was retaken by the Almohades, and the
knights, transferring their headquarters to the castle of
Salvatierra, were known for some time by the name of that
fortress.2 In 1210 Calatrava was once more conquered and
occupied by the knights under Don Martin Fernandez.

Their heroic defence of Salvatierra,3 in the following year,
against all the attacks of the Almohades, was but the prelude
to their prowess at the battle of the Navas de Tolosa in 1212.
The Christians having obtained a firm footing in Andalusia
after this memorable engagement, a new Calatrava was built,
under the supervision of Don Martin Fernandez, at a distance
of some thirty-five miles from the old one, which had been
destroyed by the Moors; and the headquarters of the Order
was transferred to this new and no less dignified fortress.4 A
century later, Pope John XXII., by his Bull of 1317, recognised

1 The military Order of Avis was founded in 1162 in Portugal, under the name
of the New Militia, and was affiliated to the Cistercian Order of Monks, and
dependent to some extent upon the more distinguished Order of Calatrava in
Spain.   They took the name, in 1166, of Knights of Evora ; but this was again
changed soon after for that of Avis.   It is said that two eagles or birds (Aves)
pointed out the spot where the fortress was to be built in which they first established
themselves, and whose name they took (118*7).   Angel, Manriquez, An. Ord.
Ctsterc., torn. ii.; Helyot, uH supra, viii,, 39-45.

2 A convent of nuns was attached to the Order in 1219, and a second in 1479.
Lawrence-Archer, Orders of Chivalry (1887), p. 226.

There was a schism in the Order of Calatrava in 1296; and a grand master
and an anti-grand master, after the manner of the Popes; Lopez de Padilla -versus
Gutierrez Perez. There was another schism in 1404, which was put an end to by
the confirmation of the celebrated Henry de Villena in his office as Grand Master.
Benitez, i., 16.

3Romey, vi., 257. The old Calatrava was retaken by the knights, but the
fortifications do not seem to have been worth restoring. Benitez, i., 16.

4 Lawrence-Archer (1887), p. 226.